eLearning

2011

Getting Started
with Wikis

Part 1: A Brief Introduction

Adam Read
University College Plymouth St Mark & St John
07/Mar/2011







eLearning (R UNELD

2011 UCP Marjon | v 0.1

About this guide

This is part 1 in the eLearning essentials: Getting Stated with Wikis series. Part 1 introduces wiki
technology and also offers some suggestions on how such tools could be used to enhance learning &

teaching at UCP Marjon.

» What is a wiki?

The word ‘wiki’, taken from the Hawaiian language for ‘fast’, describes a type of web technology that
allows users to edit a webpage (or group of pages) via a web-browser, from anywhere in the world.
In most cases, wiki pages are edited collaboratively, allowing many users to build upon a single

resource.

Historically wikis often required users to learn an unfriendly ‘mark-up language’ to add or edit
content, making the barrier towards adoption steep for less-technical users. Today however, it is
much more likely that a wiki site will use a standard ‘WYSIWYG editor’, much like those found it

popular word processing packages, to allow users to create or amend content.

As wikis are essentially webpages, users are not simply limited to adding text as content. It is also
possible to add hyperlinks, images, video, audio, and even file attachments. Every time a wiki page is
modified, a new version of the page is created. This means changes to a page can be tracked and

rolled-back if necessary.

e s N —
e ——— . e £ W

B =X 4

= C N O moodie.marjonacuk

LearningSpace”

Prict  Help v

Pagelist  Recycls

Group Research Wiki oo Subscrbe Expont Settings. Widgets

Viatie 10 Everyone in tne worta
( Freare s P seece 1o Goilecd SSeas an0 Cevman t yous et ewagn et

/ Nature Documentary
e

Edu | History | Lock | Delete

/783070 =t 387 AN GUT.
>

Pages man
\ntroduction
« Research
Nature Documentary
Realty Documentacy
Reterences
Concepts

of Nature

Youtube Clip - A group of Beluga Whales are surfacing for air in 3 gap in
the froren ocean They are weak with starvation and attractve prey for a
passing Polar Bear

Tags
BBC. bisss. Biue, Gnematograchy
socumcas. eah. grous. sems.

B0C nature documentary

first transmutted m the UK from 12 September 2001
Described as “the first ever comprehensive sefies on the natural history of
the world's oceans™ LU sach of the aight 50-minute episodes exanines 3
aferent aspact of manne e The nciuded
creatures and behaviour that had previously never been filmedi
The senes won multiple Emmy and BAFYA TV awards for its music and
cnematographyX

The senes was produced in conunction with the The
executrve producer was Alastar Fothergil] and the music was composed by

The Blue Planet s a senies narrated by Dand
Attenboreugh

NANUNE. siacer. ey, msrmnons.
esaaron. MorySoass, suseet
View cloud

Page Contributors
Adest Studemt
Mark St John

Wiki Guide: Part 1 Adam Read Page 1




(=

eLearn‘i"ng essentials 2011 UCP Marjon | v 0.1

» Supporting learning & teaching

The diagram below offers some examples on how wikis can be used to support learning and
teaching.

Research Scrap-Book

¢ Students and staff can keep an online scrap-book of project research.
Materials collated from different sources and in text, audio, video format
can be stored electronically.

¢ [Pros] Electronic so allows access to all research in one place, across
multiple devices. As changes are tracked, it is possible to see how
research has grown overtime and who has edited what/when.

¢ [Cons] In group work there might be a tendency for some students to
carry-out more of the editing - which might not always reflect the true
nature of group dynamics.

Shared Knowledgebase

¢ Students and staff can create an online, content-rich wiki, demonstrating
understanding of topics in a module.

e Content can be authored individually or in groups.

¢ [Pros] Allows students to develop their understanding of topics and to
reflect on what they have learnt, individually or with their peers.

¢ [Cons] Easy to become over-reliant on textual content, rather than
enriching learning by using a multitude of media.

Group Work

¢ Any collaborative projects might benefit from having an online editable
space for students to pull-together ideas, sources etc.

¢ Our LearningSpace wiki also supports 'commenting' allowing a dialogue
to appear alongside content.

e [Pros] Allows individuals within a groups to work anytime, anywhere -
while still contributing to a single-shared resource. Can break down
geographical / time barriers.

¢ [Cons] Some students may need additional support to instil confidence
in their own ICT skills.
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» Glossary of terms

WYSIWYG

An acronym for ‘what you see is what you get’ (pronounced ‘wiz-ee-wig’). In this case a WYSIWYG
editor describes a text editor in which the content presented during editing appears very similar to
that of the final output. WYSIWYG text editors generally have formatting buttons similar to those
found in desktop word processing packages.
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